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D E F E N D 
T H E  G U A R D

Protecting the States

Under the Constitution of the United States, 
each State’s militia is a defense force controlled 
by the governor, but can be called up for 
federal duty by the Federal government, 
provided that said duty is pursuant to the 
Constitution of the United States.

The Tenth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution

“The  powers  not  delegated  to  
the  United  States  by  the  
Const itut ion ,  nor  prohib ited  
by  i t  to  the  States ,  are  
reserved  to  the  States  
respect ively,  or  to  the  
people . ”

About Tenth Amendment Center

Thank you for your interest in Tenth Amendment 
Center, featuring comprehensive research coverage 
of key sovereignty issues and topics, and daily 
Tenth Amendment news and analysis.

The Tenth Amendment Center is a national think 
tank that works to preserve and protect the 
principles of strictly limited government through 
information, education, and activism. The center 
serves as a forum for the study and exploration of 
state and individual sovereignty issues, focusing 
primarily on the decentralization of federal 
government power.

To learn more or to contact us with questions or 
comments, please visit:

www.TenthAmendmentCenter.com

INFO@TENTHAMENDMENTCENTER.COM

LOS ANGELES, CA



Only When Constitutional

James Monroe, member of the 
Virginia Ratifying Convention, 
7th U.S. Secretary of State, 
and 5th President of the United 
States, wrote in 1815, 
“Congress shall have 
power to provide for 
calling forth the militia 
to execute the laws of the 
Union; what laws? All 
laws which may be 
constitutionally made.”

Defending Our National Guard
Restricted by the Constitution

The Constitution authorizes Congress to 
“provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, 
the Militia.”  In the Militia Act of 1903, Congress 
organized the militia into today’s National 
Guard, which is subject to the restrictions of the 
Constitution.

Constitutional Use

Article I, Section 8, Clause 15 of the Constitution 
of the United States delegates to the Congress 
the power to provide for “calling forth the 
militia” in three situations only: 1) to execute the 
laws of the union, 2) to suppress insurrections, 
and 3) to repel invasions.

Solemn Duty

Daniel Webster, in his 1814 speech on the floor 
of Congress, said, “The operation of measures 
thus unconstitutional and illegal ought to be 
prevented by a resort to other measures which 
are both constitutional and legal. It will be the 
solemn duty of the State governments to protect 
their own authority over their own militia, and to 
interpose between their citizens and arbitrary 
power. These are among the objects for which 
the State governments exist.”

Learn more about the Defend the Guard 
Act and other State legislation to support 
the Constitution at: 
TenthAmendmentCenter.com

Improper Federalization

Whether being used in foreign or domestic 
policy, there are few instances in recent history 
where federalization of the Guard has followed 
the strict rules of the Constitution.  This is 
counter to the vision of the Founders, and leaves 
our States and our families less safe.

Find Out More About Defending 
the National Guard in these 

articles at 
TenthAmendmentCenter.com

Find Out More About Defending 
the National Guard in these 

articles at 
TenthAmendmentCenter.com

Obama Asks Governors 
to Commit Sovereignty 
Suicide

Defend the Guard 
Legislation


